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Olympia Stadium in 1927, and played there
until 1979, when they moved to Joe Louis
Arena on Detroit's waterfront. The Detroit Red
Wings are known in the NHL, as part of an
elite group, “The Original 6”. The “Original 6”
were the 6 teams in the NHL that played dur-
ing World War Il, when men and finances
were devoted to the War effort. Being a part
of the “Original 6” has brought much pride
and prestige to the Red Wings.

Through their 75 years in Detroit they have
earned 9 Stanley Cups, and numerous
League Championships. We were most fortu-
nate this last decade to have had a dynasty in
Detroit, winning two Stanley Cups and cap-
turing the President’s Trophy for winning most
games in a season twice, setting a new NHL
record, in 1995.

We have had winning seasons and losing
seasons, but through it all we have been fortu-
nate to have the Red Wings as a part of our
community and | want to thank the Red
Wings, and their owner, Mr. Mike lllitch, for
their commitment to Detroit. | want to con-
gratulate them for 75 years in our great city,
and | want to wish them luck this year in their
quest for the cup. Go Wings!

HONORING ACCESS COMMUNITY
HEALTH AND FAMILY COUN-
SELING AND THE COALITION ON
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

HON. DEBBIE STABENOW

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2000

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the mission and accomplishments
of the coalition on Domestic Violence on the
occasion of their benefit banquet which is
being held today at the Bint Jebail Cultural
Center in Dearborn, Michigan.

The Coalition on Domestic Violence was
formed in 1997 to provide cultural-sensitive
services to the community served by the Arab
Community Center for Economic and Social
Services (ACCESS). Recognizing that domes-
tic violence impacts the very fabric of daily life
by impairing the education of children, reduc-
ing productivity in the workplace, and denying
freedom and security to victims and non-vic-
tims alike, ACCESS feels strongly that there
needs to be a coordinated community ap-
proach to stop the violence. Many organiza-
tions including law enforcement, healthcare
and educational institutions have pulled to-
gether to raise awareness about the problem
and develop culturally relevant education pro-
grams.

It is certainly appropriate that the Coalition
on Domestic Violence chose October, which is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, to host
their banquet which is entitled “Facing Domes-
tic Violence: A Community Stands Together.”
They are featuring presentations by two very
well-known women with important and unique
perspectives on this issue. Camelia Anwar
Sadat, the daughter of the late Egyptian Presi-
dent and Nobel Peace Prize Recipient Anwar
Sadat and his first wife, Ekbal, will share her
valuable insights as a survivor of domestic vio-
lence. Denise Brown, sister of Nicole Brown
Simpson, has committed herself to improving
the lives of women and children by speaking
out on the issue of domestic violence. It is ex-
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citing that they will be in Michigan to share
their stories.

Domestic violence cuts across ethnic lines,
socioeconomic classes and religious back-
grounds which makes it essential that we all
work together to prevent it from causing more
suffering. The Coalition on Domestic Violence
is a wonderful example of what can be accom-
plished through a coordinated effort. 1 com-
mend them for their excellent work and hope
that they have a successful and educational
banquet.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JULIA CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2000

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably absent Friday, October 6, 2000, and
Tuesday, October 10, 2000, and as a result,
missed rollcall votes 514 through 521. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yes” on
rollcall vote 514, “no” on rollcall vote 515,
“yes” on rollcall vote 516, “no” on rollcall vote
517, “yes” on rollcall vote 518, “no” on rollcall
vote 519, “yes” on rollcall vote 520, and “yes”
on rollcall vote 521.

TRIBUTE TO HANNA RUBBER
COMPANY

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2000

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to pay tribute to one of Kansas City, Mis-
souri's most successful companies. This year
the Hanna Rubber Company will celebrate 75
years as one of the nation’s leading distribu-
tors of quality industrial rubber products and
as a corporate leader in our community.

In 1925, after their service in World War |,
brothers J.C. and R.J. Hanna returned home
to Kansas City, Missouri. Together the two
brothers pooled their savings to form a part-
nership and a business they named Hanna
Rubber Company. The Hanna brothers began
their new business to fulfill the demand for fast
service on select industrial rubber products.
J.C. Hanna, now deceased, once reflected on
those days when “we only had one desk, an-
swered the phone ourselves, and R.J. would
make up the orders, and | would hop the
street cars to make the deliveries.”

Today James B. Vandergrift, President of
Hanna Rubber Company, is in charge of the
operations and success of the Hanna Rubber
Company. Under James Vandergrift's tenure
with Hanna, he has been responsible for rais-
ing the company from the ashes of almost a
decade ago when the company’'s head-
quarters suffered a three-alarm blaze that left
little but a few company records kept in a fire-
proof safe. On the very same day of this dev-
astating event, Mr. Vandergrift installed phone
lines in the basement of his home and with
the help of his staff he was able to keep the
company’s operations going throughout this
ordeal. Due to the extreme damage the facili-
ties suffered, one week later the company
would say goodbye to its historic headquarters

October 12, 2000

on Main Street and move into its current of-
fices a few blocks away. The new location
would prove to be a blessing in disguise for
the company as it provided more space, ena-
bling Hanna Rubber to add new product lines
to in turn increase its customer base.

Hanna Rubber has experienced tremendous
success since the devastating fire in 1991. In
1999 the company had $8 million dollars in
sales, with this year's sales projected to reach
$10 million. The company now encompasses
a large regional, national, and international
customer base which includes clients such as:
Hallmark Cards, General Motors, Ford Motor
Company, and Trans World Airlines. During
recent debates in Congress on trade policy, |
was proud to use Hanna Rubber Company as
an example of a Midwestern company that
has benefited from progressive trade policy
initiatives. Hanna Rubber Company’s pros-
perity can be attributed to their standard of ex-
cellence in the service they provide their cus-
tomers, employees, and suppliers. James
Vandergrift truly believes that the cultivation of
positive people relationships at Hanna Rubber
Company has been a key to their past accom-
plishments and future ambitions.

The founding spirit of the Hanna Brothers
continues on today in the hearts and minds of
Hanna Rubber Company employees who are
dedicated to quality, service, long hours, hard
work, and commitment to excellence. Mr.
Speaker, please join me in saluting the Hanna
Rubber Company for 75 years of service to
our community and the world market.

A TRIBUTE TO MR. LONNIE
THOMPSON

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2000

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, my colleague,
Mr. CLYBURN and | rise today to take a mo-
ment and recognize Mr. Lonnie Thompson,
President of SOPAKCO of Mullins, SC, which
has facilities in each of our congressional dis-
tricts.

Mr. Thompson was recently presented the
Colonel Merton Singer Award for outstanding
contributions to the Department of Defense.
The Colonel Singer Award is the Research &
Development Associates for Military Food &
Packaging Systems, Inc. (R&DA) most pres-
tigious award for industry. He was selected for
this award based on his significant accom-
plishments in the area of supporting U.S.
forces in all locations throughout the world. He
has led his company to improve the quality
and contents of Meals Ready to Eat (MRE),
Unitized Group Rations, and other specialized
rations. His leadership has placed SOPAKCO
into the forefront of supporting military forces.

SOPAKCO was founded in 1943 to package
military rations for Allied troops during World
War |l. Today, SOPAKCO's Packaging divi-
sion serves military, humanitarian and non-
military  organizations around the world.
SOPAKCO Packaging maintains and operates
a packaging plant in Mullins, South Carolina,
and a food processing facility in Bennettsville,
South Carolina.
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